"89 EDITORIAL INDEX 


A Complete Listing of Video Review Columns, Features, 
Test Reports and Tape & Disc Reviews from 1989 


COLUMNS 
BACKSPACE 
“Confessions of a Taping Fiend”’ 
**Everyone’s a Critic!"’ 
““HDTV: It’s the Size That Counts”’ 
*‘T Remember Lucy”’ 
‘Japan: Salvation for the 
Video Snob”’ 
*‘Japan’s Fabulous Trash"’ 
“Resisting Temptation: Protests Verge on 
Censorship” 
‘To Letterbox or Not to Letterbox’’ 


June, p. 95 


. .Aug., p. 92 
, p. 100 


, p. 102 
cote N2e 


., p. 108 
., p. 124 


HANDS-ON 
**Deck and Superdeck: Toshiba’s Synchro-Edit 

Pair” July, p. 91 
**First Look: Videonics’ Complete Desktop 

Video Editor” 
“Right Before Your Eyes: Toshiba’s 3-D 

Camcorder System” 
**Shure’s Extraordinary Home 

Theater System” May, p. 85 
‘Wireless for Sound: Azden’s Microphone 

System and Headset” Nov., p. 111 


STRAIGHT SHOOTING 
**The Case Against Auto Focus” Nov., p. 113 
**Cell Out: Camcorder Batteries and How 
They Work” 
‘Digital Superimposers: What They Will 
(and Won't) Do” March, p. 91 


WORKBENCH 

**At Last: Video Rules to Live By”” ... .June., p. 93 

‘Cables, Part II—Just Like Mom Used 
to Make” 

‘Control Central: Uncoiling Chaotic 
Wiring” 

**Dub-a-Dub-Dub” 

**A Look at the Electronic Window” 

**Reader Mail: Tech Troubles 
Terminated”’ 

**Video Cables—Just Like Mom Used 
to Make” 


FEATURES 

BUYER’S GUIDES 

**Accessories”’ 

‘Audio for Video’ ct., p. 85 

**Camcorders”’ = ae 

‘Laser Disc Players”’ a, pe TF 

**Satellite Receivers” ., p. 81 

‘Televisions’ t:, puto 
Mt, p. 39 


ec., p. 129 


Aug., p. 82 
March, p. 93 
. Jan., p. 108 


CRITIC’S CHOICE 

**Best of the ’80s”” 

**Breadlines & Champagne”’ 

**Get Smart: An Episode Guide to the Spy 
Who Came Out of Control”’ 

‘*Hollywood Goes to Bat’’ 

**Maltin’s Top 40” 

“*Tom Shales Picks TV’s 10 Greatest 
Shows”’ 

‘Tinseltown Rebellion: Hollywood in 
the "60s”° 

**Veg-o-Matic Movies” 


EQUIPMENT NEWS 

‘*The Art of the Deal’’ (VCRs) 

**The A-Z of TV’’.... 

‘Better by Design”’ 

‘The Class of ’89°" (Best Products of 


“Computers Meet Camcorders” 
‘*FutureTech: Beyond Videotape”’ 


**FutureTech: Videoactive’’ 
‘The Great Reawakening” 
**Laptop Video” 
**The Next 50 Years’” (televisions) . 
**Photos Without Film’’ 
‘Preview 1989”" 
**Satellite TV: Back in Orbit” 
**S-VHS: What’s Taking So Long?” July, p. 21 
**State of the Art’’ (televisions) April, p. s-27 
‘Through the Viewfinder’ (camcorders) . May, p. 26 
**Up Next’ (Consumer Electronics 
Show ) 


Jan., p. 52 


MOVIE NEWS 
**Babette’s Moveable Feast’’ 
**Born-Again Movies” 


...May, p. 43 
. June, p. 42 


‘*Freeze-Frame Movies’’.. . . . .Oct., p. 95 
| ere ee a 
**Stocking Stuffers”’ 


MISCELLANEOUS 

‘‘Anatomy of a Hi-Fi System”’ 

**Camcorder Careers” 

**Choice Cuts”’ 

**From Tiny Tubes to Giant Scucens” 

‘**The Honor Role—1989 ViRA 
Nominees” 

“If | Hada Million Dollars” . 

**The 1989 Great Video Review Shootoff 
Results” 

**The 1990 Great Video Review 
Shootoff”’ 

**People’s C haan” “(TV Shows) 

**Presents Requested * (Holiday Gift 
Guide) 

‘Reader Poll Defining HDTV” 

‘Ten Pro Shots You Can Do at Home”’ 

**The 1989 ViRA Awards” 

“TNT More we for Your 
Buck?’ ; 


Nov., p. AR-4 
. .March, p. 28 


. April, p. s-6 


SPECIAL REPORTS 

**HDTV ASAP”’ 

‘*Hollywood’s Video Invasion” 

**Lost in Video Limbo”’ 

“Playing Politics with HDTV” 
‘‘The Strange Tale of the Dual- 
Deck VCR” 


SPECIAL SECTIONS 
Audio Review 
Audio Section: 


/., Supplement 
“Cranking It Up”’ 
‘50 Years of Television—Anniversary 
Special” 
**Media Rooms” 


TEST REPORTS 
CAMCORDERS 

Canon Al Hi8 .. 

Emerson VCAM18 VHS-C 
GE CG-9920 VHS 

JVC GR-S707 S-VHS-C 
Minolta C-50 VHS-C . . 
Pentax PV-C67A VHS 
Pentax PV-C880A 8mm 
Philips CPJ810AVO1 S-VHS 
Philips CPK832AV01 VHS 
RCA CC-320 VHS .. 

Ricoh R-620 8mm . 

Sony EDC-5S ED Beta . . 
Zenith VM7150 VHS .. 


- p. s-1 


VCRs 
Aiwa HV-90 VHS 


JVC HR-S10000U S-VHS 
Mitsubishi HS-U61 S-VHS 
Mitsubishi HS-U70 S-VHS .......... 
NEC N-928U VHS 

NEC DS8000U MKII S-VHS . . 
Panasonic PV-S4864 S-VHS 
Panasonic PV-S4990 S-VHS .. 
RCA VR640HF S-VHS 
Realistic 72 VHS .... 

Sony GV-8 Video Walkman 
Toshiba M-9485 VHS . 
Toshiba M-HF845 VHS. . 
Toshiba SV-970 S-VHS 


-March, p. 82 
Sept., p. 90 
. May, p. 76 


MONITOR/RECEIVERS 

JVC AV-3589S....... -Nov., p. 106 
NAD MRI3 

Panasonic CTK-2063 
Philips 27J245SB02 IDTV . 
Proton VT-296 . . . 

Proton VT-331 .... 

Sharp 3MLIOO LCD.... 
Sharp 31ND798 .... 

Sharp Optonica 27NL20 
Sony 32HSR10 

Sony KV-27FX10 .. 
Zenith ZB3193H ... 


March, p. 84 
. June, p. 82 


COMBINATION LASER DISC/CD PLAYERS 
Philips CDV488 . July, p. 84 
a a a eee Oct., p. 124 
Pioneer CLD-1070 . < s.clale a's Mn Me ee 
Pioneer CLD-1070 (update) ia aaaes Oct. p. 133 
Sony MDP-210. sawn aaa 

Yamaha CDV- 1100 , 


CD PLAYERS 
Nakamichi CDC-4A ............. Nov., p. AR-10 
Pioneer PD-M710 .. oo scce sees i Ade 


TUNERS 
Hafler Iris FM Tuner. . ....Nov., p. AR- 


Black Narcissus 

Can-Can 

Canteloube’s Songs of the Auvergne .... 
Clean and Sober 

Doctor Zhivago 

Empire of the Sun 

E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial 

Ghostbusters 

Guys and Dolls 

1 Could Go On Singing 

Innerspace oa 2 
The Life and Death of Colonel Blimp . . .March, p. 


Madama Butterfly . . . 
Mahler Symphony No. 8—Leonard 


The Naked Kiss 

A Night at the Opera 

People, Places, Things No. 1 

The Princess Bride 

Rachmaninoff: Piano Concert No. 2 
& Strauss: Don Quixote 

Singin’ in the Rain 

Strauss: Elektra 

A Study in Terror 

2001: A Space Odyssey 

pO ee reer rer Feb., 

You Can't Get There from Here: Ephemeral 
Films 1946-1960 
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TAPE REVIEWS 


The Accidental Tourist 

The Accused : 

Aerosmith Live Texxas Jam '78 

Alien Nation 

Alphaville ; 

And God Created Woman 

Another Woman 

Arthur 2: On the Rocks 

Assault of the Party Nerds ............ Sept., 
Au Revoir Les Enfants 
Babette’s Feast 

Baby, It’s You . 

Back to Chernobyl ip: 
Bad Taste ...... ., p. 68 
Badge of the Assassin 5. B. Te 
Ball Talk: Baseball's Voices of Summer . .June, p. 76 
Barney and the Backyard Gang: 

The Backyard Show . mT 
Barney and the Backyard Gang: 

Three Wishes ie ,p. 77 
Barnum ; an., p. 70 
Baiieries Not included ., p. 76 
Bat 21 eee : ., p. 42 
The Bay Boy = ., p. 65 
Beaches : er dv. 49 
Ben-Hur ... an., p. 86 
Berenstain pate In the ak ., p. 68 
Bert Rigby You're a Fool > 36 
The Best of Eddie — Saturday 

Night Live 
Betrayed 
Bette Midler’s Mondo Revie 
Big . ‘ 

Big Brother and the Holding Company: 

Ball and Chain .. . 

Big Business... . 

Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure 
Bird . 

Black Eagle 

Black Roses . 

The Blob (1989) 

Blood Money: The Story of 

Clinton & Nadine 
Bloodsport . . 

The Balshoi at the Bolshoi: 
The Nutcracker . 
The Boost . ¥ 
Border Radio... . 
Boyfriends and Girlfriends 
The Boy Scout Advancement Program . .March, p. 72 
The Brain .... March, p. 58 
Bright Eyes . 
Bronco Billy .. : » p. 54 
Bruce Springsteen Video Anthology . .. .March, p. 
Bud and Lou . 
Bugs Bunny in King Arthur’s Court 
Bugs and Daffy’s Carnival of the 
Animals . . 
Bull Durham 
The 'Burbs .. 
Burning Secret . 
Eight Busby Berkeley Musicals 


April, p. 77 
Oct., p. 102 


pe 12 
April, p. 78 


Buster Keaton—A Hard Act to Follow .. . 
Buy & Cell .. 
Caddyshack II 
Cannibal Women in the Avocado 

Jungle of Death . May, p. 58 
The Care Bears Music Video ...Nov., p. 94 
Carnival of the Animals 
The Carpenter... .. >., p. 84 
Cartoonies Featuring Little Lulu -» p. % 
Cartoons for Big Kids................ Nov., p. 86 
Chances Are ; ., p. 58 
Charlie Chan at the Opera ,p. 61 
Chasing Dreams , p. 60 
Cherry 2000 . 
Child’s Play . 
Chloe in the Afternoon 
Choice of Arms. . : 
Christmas with Flicka 
Cinderella Liberty 
City in Fear 
Clara’s Heart 
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Classic Fairy Tales 


Clifford’s Fun with Letters ........... 
Clifford’s Fun with Numbers ......... 


. Jan., p. 
. Jan., p. 


Clifford’s Fun with Opposites .......... May, p. 


Clean and Sober .... 

Cocktail 

The Cocoanuts ....... 

Cocoon: The Return 

Columbia Pictures Cartoons Starring 
Li'l Abner 

Coming to America 

Coming Around Again . 

Condor . . 

Couch Potato Workout 

Cousins .. 

Criminal Law .. . 

“‘Crocodile’’ Dundee II 

Crossing eons 

Crusoe 

A Cry in the Darl: 
“urse Il. The Bite 

C erg ... 

Daff» Duck’s Quackbusters 

Dakota 

Dance of the Damned 

Dangerous Liaisons 

Dark jower 

David Brenner’s 
Workout 

Dead Bang . 

ay Caim . 

e Dead Pooi 
ale Ringers 
Dear America: Letters Hine 

from Vietnam 
Deathstalker III 
The Definitive Dali 
The Desperate Hours 
Devil in the Flesh 
Die Hard 


“Tl Hate to Work Out!”’ 


TPP 


VPPUD 


95 
95 


. 69 
Clifford’s Fun with Sounds ............- May, p. 


69 
52 
52 
56 
42 


56 
52 
92 
66 
77 


7 
So 


VUVPPVVUPUPPT: 


57 
716 
48 
40 
56 
58 
61 
86 
63 
58 
36 
68 


. 92 


. 54 


Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs... . . . Dec., 


Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
SE Sa a eee 
Don Quixote .. . 

Don’t Wake Your Mom 

Dorf’s Golf Bible . 

The Doors in Europe 

Dr. Alien 


DF CYCHOIS 6) 65058 ei ieee ees 
Dr. Heimiich’s Home First Aid Video . . . .Je 


The Dream Team 
The Drifter 


Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies . . . 


Earth Girls Are Easy 
Echoes of Paradise 

Edge of Sanity 

Eight Men Out 

Elvira: Mistress of the Dark 
Ernest Saves Christmas 
Everybody's All-American 
An Evening with Danny Kaye 
The Experts 

The Family 

The Fantasist 

Farewell to the King 

Fast Food 


First Ladies of Opera 
A Fish Called Wanda 
Flesh and the Devil 


ee ee ene 


The Fly Il 

Food of the Gods, Part 2 

Footlight Serenade 

For All Mankind 

Frank, Liza & Sammy—The Ultimate 
Event 

Freeway 

TOS TROT 6550556 58:08 

Fright Night II 

Frosty the Snowman 

Gabe Kaplan as Groucho 

The Gauntlet 


_ June, 


: prs p. 
. .May, p. 


. July, 


: SEPA POE EP TSS PPR 


. 59 
. 78 
. oo 


. 74 
. 58 
. 68 
Pay | 
. 66 
. 48 


78 
be 
. 58 
. 65 
. 94 
. 54 
. 82 
. 86 
. 68 
. 67 
. 68 
. 48 
Ore 
. 78 
. 54 
. 76 
. 70 


Six Gene Autry Westerns 

The General Died at Dawn 

George Burns: His Wit and Wisdom 
Ghostbusters II 

Ghost Town 

Gleaming the Cube 

Glenn Gould: A Portrait 

Godzilla vs. the Smog Monster 

Gone with the Wind: The 50th Anniversary 


SSRSSREV 


Gorgon Video Magazine, Vol. 1 
Gorillas in the Mist 

Grandma’s House 

Grand Siam 

Great Air Battles, Vols. 1 to 4 
Great Balls of Fire 

The Great Outdoors 


Happy Birthday Moon and Other Stories .Nov., p. 94 
Harlem Globetrotters: Six Decades 
of Magic 
Harold Clurman: A Life of Theater 
Heart of Midnight 
LPR Ge Ber erg eer oa Aug., p. 
Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood 
Hellbound: Hellraiser II 
Her Alibi 


The Hoffnung Festival Concert 
Hollywood 
Homeboy : 
RUSE OTMNS 555-5. 5:019:5. 4 5.5940.6 CAee March, p. 
Hotel Terminus 
Howling IV 
How to Get Ahead in Advertising 
How to Stop the One You Love from 
Drinking & Using Drugs ............ July, p. 
Hurricane Irene 
1 Am the Law 
1 Wanna Hold Your Hand 
Imagine: John Lennon 
I’m Gonna Git You Sucka 
Impact Video Magazine, Vol. 1 
In a Lonely Place 
In Dulci Jubilo 
The Inquiry 
Jacknife 
James Galway Plays Mostly Mozart .... 
Jane Fonda’s Complete Workout 
January Man 
Jimi Plays Monterey 
Jokn Lennon and the Plastic Ono Band: Live Peace 
in Toronto 
Just a Gigolo 


Oct., p. 112 
April, p. 87 
Oct., p. 104 


Kathy Smith’s Pregnancy Workout 
Kids Have Rights, Too! ............. March, p. 72 
King Kong 
Kings and Desperate Men 
Kiri Te Kanawa at Christmas 
Konkombe: The Nigerian Pop 
Music Scene 
L.A. Bounty 
Lady of the Camellias 
Lair of the White Worm 
The Land Before Time 
OT I eee ee ee June, p. 62 
The Last Temptation of Christ ep. 37 
Lawrence of Arabia 
Lethal Woman 
Let It Rock 
Leviathan 
License to Drive 
The Lighthorsemen 
Little Dorrit 
Living Colour: Primer 
EGO ON os 65s cea #4, Fs ves Nov., p. 56 
Love at Stake 
Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute Tour 
Madame Sousatzka 


The Maestro’s Company, Vols. 1 & 2. . .Oct., p. 120 





The Magical Mystery Tour 

Major League 

The Making of a Legend: Gone with the 
Wind 

The Mamas and the Papas: Straight 
Shooter 


Memories of Me 

The Mephisto Waltz 

The Merry Widow 

Michael Jackson: The Legend Continues . Aug., p. 62 
Mickey Mantle: The American Dream Comes 


Midnight Cop 
Midnight Run 


Mondo New York 

Monkey Shines 

Monster from a Prehistoric Planet 
Monster Mania 

Moon Over Miami 

Moon Over Parador 


Murder Over New York 

Murphy’s Laws of Golf 

My Blood, Your Blood 

My Stepmother Is an Alien 

Mysteries of Mankind 

The Mysterious Black-Footed Ferret . . .March, p. 
The Mysterious Tadpole & Other Stories “— p. 
Mystic Pizza 

The Naked Gun 

Nelson Mandela 70th Birthday Tribute . 


Nightbreaker 


Night of the Demons 
A Nightmare on Elm Street 4: The Dream 


No Safe Haven 
On the Edge of Extinction: Panthers & 


Opera Fa: vrites by Puccini 


Parents 

Paris Reunion Band 
Pascali’s Island 

Patty Hearst 

Paul Reiser—Out on a Whim 
Pecos Bill 

Pelle the Conqueror 

Pet Sematary 

Peter Gunn Programs 


The Phantom Empire 


Physical Evidence 

Pin-Up Girl 

Poltergeist III 

The Postman Always Rings Twice 
The Presidio 


Public Enemy: Fight the Power Live .... 


Punchline 


Red Beard 


Red Scorpion 

Remembering Marilyn 

Return to Snowy River 

Rhythm of Resistance: Black South African 





SF Perfect Gift 
for Camcorder Users 


TOPICS COVERED 


@ FUNDAMENTAL VIDEO 


@ FUNDAMENTAL TECHNIQUES 
@ CAMERA MOVEMENTS 

@ LIGHTING TECHNIQUES 

@ VIDEO COMPOSITION 

@ SOUND RECORDING 

@ EDITING 

Instructed by Dennis Nesheim 
Video Instructor Since 1980 


EARLY 
CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL 


$9995 


| Produces 


OJQIA 48n8g BONPOg 





VIDEOMAKER “Practical, factual overview promotes -- and inspires -- . 
VIDEO “An informative, practical guide to making! better videos... teaches in organized steps... 
demonstrates how to use a camcorder... can help anyone interested in making better videos.” 


__ TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL 1-800-AG-FILM-2 -2 (243-4562) __ 


"BY MAIL SEND PAYMENT WITH ORDER FORM TO: 
VIDEOTHEATER 7951 Mall Rd., Florence, KY 41042 
00 SHIPPING & HANDLING KENTUCKY RES. 


ADD 5% TAX 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
MC/VISA# 


PHONE 











EXP. DATE 











SIGNATURE 


The Lowest Price- 


on all major brands 


GUARANTEED. 
°r$100 Reward . 
Panasonic///7 44170 


@ 6:1 Power Zoom Lens 
with Macro Capability 


@ Piezo Auto Focus 
e Flying Erase Head 
@ High-Speed Shutter 








SS) eo8) 


(Shipped within 24 hours) 


AUDIO VIDEO CENTER 


SONY @ PANASONIC e RCA @ MINOLTA e CANON e QUASAR 


1-800-228-9700 CINCINNATI, OH 45246 


*IF WE CAN’T BEAT YOUR BEST PRICE** (513) 874-4300 
** Merchandise must carry U.S.A. warranty (no gray goods). Merchandise should be in stock. Total 
price should include shipping, handling, insurance, credit card charges, C.O.D. fees etc 


CHALLENGE US!!! 


JANUARY 


4816 INTERSTATE DR. 


For additional information, circle No. 15 on Reader Service Card. 
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Rikky and Pete .... 

Robert Cray Live 

Rocket Gibraltar . 

Roots, Rock, Reggae: Inside the Jamaican 
Music Scene 

Running on Empty . 

Salaam Bombay! 


Scenes from the Ci lass Struggle in 
Beverly Hills 

Scrooged 

See No Evil, Hear No Evil 

Shape Up with Mary Hart 

Short Circuit 2 

The Siege of Firebase Gloria 

Sing .. 

Sing Along Story Songs . 

Singing the Blues in Red 

68 . 


Skin De: ep . 

Slaves of Nev Ww Nek. 

The Sleeping Beauty Ice Ballet 

Slipping into Darkness . . . 

Someone to Love . 

Son of Frankenstein . 

The Soviet Circus 

Space Music & the Making id Space 
Music 

Space Mutiny... 

Spike of Be nsonhurst . 

Sports Cartoons . 

Sports Illustrated 25th Anniversary Swimsuit 
Video . 

Springtime in the Rockies 

Stand Up and Cheer 

Star Trek: The Cage 

Stars in Stripes ... 

Stealing Heaven 

Stealing Home 

Stress Manager . 

Stripped to Kill II: Live Girls 

Sullivan's Travels . 

Suspiria . . : 

Sweet Hearts Dance 

Talk Radio 

Tango Bar . 


Tapeheads ... . 

A Taxing Woman . 

Team of the Decade. . 

Tequila Sunrise... . 

Tex Avery’s Screwball Classics II 
They Live 

The Thin Blue Line 

Things Change 

Three Fugitives 

Tiger Warsaw 


The Time of Their Lives .............. Nov., 
Tom & Jerry 50th Anniversary Classic . .Oct., 
Tommy Tricker and the Stamp Traveller. .Nov., 


Topaze ee 

Torch Song Trilogy 

Tougher Than Leather 

Travelling North . . 

A Tribute to Ricky Nelson 
Troma’s War 

True Believer .... 

Tucker: The Man oul His Dream 
Turn on the Music . . . 

Twice Dead ... 

Twins ... 

Two to Tango 

The Unbearable Lightness of Being 
Under the Biltmore Clock 

Under the Sun of Satan . 


The Understudy: Graveyard Shift II Aug, 


ere 
Vietnam Sinne Dioiiex: Parts 1&2. 


A Vision Shared: A Tribute to Woody 
Guthrie and Leadbelly 

Viva Santana! . . 

The Wash .... 

Waxwork .. 
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91 
58 
56 
78 


74 
68 
63 
86 
67 
60 
60 
68 
58 
79 
63 
59 
38 
83 
50 
i 
57 
67 
50 
86 
54 
54 
47 
72 
53 
74 


p. 114 


p. 92 


., p. 58 
., p. 54 
. .Dec., p. 104 
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VIDEO REVIEW'S 


Guide To Your 
Mail-Order Rights 





As aservice to our readers, we of- 
fer the following guidelines and 
suggestions concerning your 
rights as a mail-order buyer. 


10 TIPS FOR BUYING 
BY MAIL 








Mail-order advertisers in Video 
Review offer a large variety of 
video and consumer electronics 
products at some of the most at- 
tractive prices available anywhere. 


1. Before ordering, be sure you under- 
stand the company’s return policy. Read 
the advertisement carefully and make sure 
everything is spelled out in detail. 


2. Find out if warranties, shipping, 
handling and insurance costs are includ- 
ed in the quoted price. Does the price as 
listed include a rebate? 


3. Keep a record of your order includ- 
ing: the company’s name, address and 
phone number and information about the 
item you purchased. Save your canceled 
check or a copy of your money order. 


4. If you order by telephone and use a 
credit card, be sure to keep the same 
detailed information. 


5. Never send cash through the mail. 
Send a check or money order. Many 
companies also accept credit card 
charges, but then special credit rules 
apply. 

6. If merchandise is damaged, contact 
the mail-order company immediately. If 
you’re asked to return the product, get a 
shipping receipt. 


7. If you return merchandise for any 
reason, always get a receipt from the 
shipper. 


8. If you don’t receive your order 
because your package is lost in transit, the 
mail-order company should take respon- 
sibility for tracing it. 

9. If your prepaid order doesn’t arrive 
when promised, you may cancel the 
order and get a full refund. If the com- 
pany didn’t give you a delivery date in its 
solicitation, the company must ship your 
order within 30 days of receipt. 


10. If you cancel a mail-order purchase 
charged on your credit card, the seller 
must credit your account within one bill- 
ing cycle following receipt of your 
cancellation request. 











Roa 


POCKET : 
Carrying Holster sy 
for Camcorders 
Provides Instant 
Access » Draw- 
string Cover « 
Compartments for 
Spare Batteries 
and Tapes 


$34.95 


“ 


PLANET \&\Nos00y / 
UF YOU FIND A BETTER DEAL any WE'LL BETTER OUR DEAL 
F Westland MI 4 Y 800-247-4663 2 


14 9 ong fe), [for 


" £313}-467-2235 


SPECIALS 


cam ** Gia. 


Integrated Video *k 
Lighting System 


50 Watt DC Quartz 
Halogen « Battery 
Pack Attaches 
Underneath Cam- 
corder « Battery 
Also Doubles as 
Power Source for 
Virtually All Cam- 
corders 


$119.95 ‘sima] 





f@ PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ = 


RICO 


HI 

BAND 

450 Lines of Resolution « 
1/10,000 Shutter Speed + 8x 
Zoom « Pro Mic Date/Time « 
Special Eifects/Titling * Fades 
Titles/Scenes + Still Slow/Mo/ 
Frame Advance - Hi BAND « 4 Lux 


R-800H PLEASE CALL 


RICO jp 


8x Zoom « 1/4,000 Shutter Speed 
+ Fades Titles/Scenes + 4 Lux « 
Date or Time Stamp + Superim- 
pose 4 Titles 


R-850 PLEASE CALL 





MINOLTA 


VHS « 3 Lux * 6x Zoom « % Inch 
CCD + 1/1,000 Shutter Speed « 
Auto Focus « Auto Exposure « Auto 
White + Audio/Video Fade 


v10 PLEASE CALL 


MINOLTA 


8mm « 4 Lux « 1/1,000 Shutter 
Speed » Audio/Video Fade « 
Flying Erase Heads » 8x Zoom 


881 PLEASE CALL 





f€ PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ 


VIVITAR 


All in 1 Transfer Photos/Films/ 
Slides to Video Tape 


UVC-1 PLEASE CALL 


LASER 


x ‘= 
‘ 


MULTIDISC PLAY- 
ERS NOW IN STOCK 


PLEASE CALL 





3 Lux + Flying Erase Head 8x « 
Built-in Speaker * Audio/Video 
Dub « Macro Focus « Time Lapse « 
Auto Date Stamp » Auto White 


TOO LOW TO 


se) 


1 Lux « Flying Erase Head 8x + 
Built-in Speaker * Audio/Video 
Dub « Macro Focus « Time Lapse « 
Auto Date Stamp » Auto White 
Balance « Digital Speed Effects 


PRINT PRICE CC 9920 





SUNPAK 


2 Hr. Quick Charge » 25-35 
Minutes « 18 to 30 Watt Halogen 
« Auto Sensor « Adjusts to Accu- 
rate Lighting 


AUTO CV300 $144 


OLYMPUS 


8mm ¢ 420 Lines * 360,000 Pixels 
6x © 7 Lux « Plezo Auto Focus « Fly 
Erase Head » Multi Shutter Speed 


VX8035 PLEASE CALL 





TOSHIBA 


PRO 


SVHS « HiFi « 4 Head « 11 Digital 
Effects * Jog & Shuttle Dial + 
Optical Scanner + Character Gen- 
erator « Synchro Edit 


SVF 990 PLEASE CALL 


Now you can preserve your home 
Movies on video tape easily and 
economically * Converts home 
movies and slides to a . ey 4 

8x10 screen 5 


sae $29.95 





f€ PLEASE READ THE MAIL ORDER RULES @ 


COPY CAM 


Camcorder « Enhancer « Increases 
Video Sharpness and Clarity with 
Sharpness Control + Balances 
Audio w/Audio Zoom 


$44 * 


AUDIO/VIDEO 
MAESTRO 


ei, 


Enhance Video 
Stereo Audio Mixer 





$69 AMBICO V0629 


800-247-4663 
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gd” AEM Ayes © Dec., p. 93 
Wedding in Galilee 

Wee Willie Winkie 

When Mom and Dad Break Up 

Where the Green Ants Dream 

White Hot 

oid.) 1 Pees ee ane, ee Nov., p. 
Who Framed Roger Rabbit.......... -Nov., p. 52 
Wes Eemery CHOMDS «5 5.0 c5 geet Aug., p. 
Will Penny 


Wings of Desire 
Winter People 


Without a Clue June, p. 54 
The Wizard of Loneliness ............. Dec., p. 82 
The Wizard of Oz—SOth Anniversary 

Edition , p. 70 
Woodstock . p. 76 
Working Girl =p. 33 
X from Outer Space g. Pa ee 
You Can't Take It with You p. 90 
Yongary, Monster from the Deep > Pp. ao 
Young Country p. 66 
Ve eee Pret fee Pee ee Feb., p. 55 








---DIRTY SECRET 


Continued from page 38 

handling and loading practices. For ex- 
ample, an alarming number of the tapes 
APEL tested had tave leaders and trailers that 
were too long or too short (which can pre- 
vent the tape from playing in some VCRs). 

In addition to the physical problems, a 
number of the tapes in our survey showed 
inexcusable laxness in the handling of the 
programs recorded on the tape. For exam- 
ple, a tape called Time Out for Hilarious 
Sports Bloopers had original image quality 
so poor, says Barr, ‘‘it looked like it was shot 
through a fishbowl.’’ Goodtimes Home 
Video’s copy of My Favorite Brunette suf- 
fered from unintelligible sound and a fuzzy 
picture, despite the packaging’s claim of 
“‘superior quality.’’ 

As a final insult, all but five of the 18 titles 
in our survey were recorded at the LP (long- 
play, or four-hour) speed. For many view- 
ers, this practice can result in nothing short 
of a nightmare. Since the LP speed was 
never sanctioned by JVC as an official part 
of the VHS standard, playback of these tapes 
on the majority of VHS machines is a com- 
promised affair at best. Not only are scan, 
freeze-frame and siow-motion modes 
rendered completely useless (the screen 
simply blacks out during these modes), but 
normal play is often skewed and jittery. And, 
since the tape in LP moves at only half the 
SP (standard-play) speed, picture and sound 
quality in general are noticeably poorer. ‘To 
make matters worse, the streaks caused by 
dropouts last twice as long in LP. 

Some buyers might feel tapes recorded in 
LP are an acceptabie compromise, if the 
price is low enough. Unfortunately, con- 
sumers often don’t get to make that choice 
for themselves; many of the LP tapes on 
store shelves don’t mention LP on the 
packaging (or bury it in a block of nearly 
microscopic type). Despite the drawbacks, 
however, duping tapes in LP—and even EP 
(extended play, or six-hour)—has already 
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become a way of life in the video industry 
(see ‘‘The Big Slowdown,”’ July ’88 VR). 
And, while VR readers have often com- 
plained bitterly about the process, industry 
executives cite a number of surveys in- 
dicating that ‘‘average’’ consumers don’t 
mind a bit. For example, a survey under- 
taken by High-Speed Video, a major 
duplication facility whose work includes the 
EP copies of Mr. Mom and Hoosiers that 
McDonald’s recently pushed in their na- 
tional ‘‘MovieMeal’’ promotion, says that 
90% of consumers surveyed felt that EP was 
of acceptable quality for in-home use. Joe 
Wischerath, High-Speed’s general manager, 
concurs: ““These tapes are an acceptable 
compromise. A good analogy would be 
comparing a hardcover book to a 
paperback—each has their own merit.”’ 

Perhaps the most surprising conclusions 
were gathered in a recent study conducted 
by VTR Video, a major Canadian duplica- 
tion facility whose clients include Para- 
mount, MCA, Vestron and HBO. Survey- 
ing a representative group of video con- 
sumers, VTR circulated tapes that were 
divided into four three-minute segments, 
each containing what the company described 
as ‘‘nondescript, movie-type’’ program- 
ming. The four segments were recorded at 
differing levels of quality, ranging from a 
perfect, 100% quality-controlled clip to a 
marginal segment with major picture and 
sound problems. The results of the survey 
were startling: One in three viewers claimed 
to see problems with what VTR insists were 
technically perfect segments. Another two 
out of five reported “‘imagined’’ sound prob- 
lems, and a substantial 11% of viewers chose 
the marginai or poor segments on the tape 
as best quality. 

These sobering findings led VTR to con- 
clude that the majority of complaints about 
poor video are the fault of poor playback 
equipment, and worse, unrealistic expecta- 
tions by consumers. “‘People expect a re- 
creation of the movie theater in their home,” 
says VTR president Hugh Copper, ‘‘and 
don’t understand that their playback equip- 
ment is often just unable to do that.”’ 

But what about consumers who do know 
how to set up their home equipment properly 
and can see the difference between SP and 
LP? The increasing erosion in product quali- 
ty hits serious video consumers—the very 
people most likely to buy tapes and build up 
their own libraries—hardest. As the industry 
concentrates only on the needs of the low- 
est-common-denominator consumer, it 
neglects the more discriminating buyer. 
These buyers aren’t given a choice between 
cut-rate, low-quality editions of a movie and 
higher-priced versions; usually when a low- 
priced movie cassette hits the stores it is the 
only version available. Collectors either 
have to live with it, pass it up entirely, or, 
as many VR readers have done, make the 
move to laser videodiscs instead of tape. 


Fortunately , some segments of the video 
industry are bucking the trend toward lower 
quality. JVC’s campaign against unlicensed 
tapes has begun to target duplicators and 
video labels. The company has also retained 
APEL to conduct random testing of prere- 
corded tapes in the US market. Those efforts 
could lead to legal action against the more 
unscrupulous duplicators. Several of the big- 
gest names in home video, particularly Para- 
mount and Media Home Entertainment, 
have decided to make quality duplication a 
selling point of their sale-priced cassettes. 
Paramount, for example, includes a money- 
back guarantee on its $14.95 tapes and 
promises top-quality SP duplication. 

In the long run, these efforts could make 
good business sense for the industry. After 
all, if consumers get burned too many times 
by shoddy tapes, they may stop buying them 
altogether. In the meantime, consumers can 
help the cause in several ways: Make sure 
to look for the VHS !ogo somewhere on the 
package; if the tape doesn’t display it, 
chances are the product is unlicensed—and 
dicey. Avoid buying tapes in sleazy, 
ultradiscount stores; saving a dollar or two 
isn’t worth the possible damage to your 
VCR. Finally, if you do get stung, make 
your voice heard. Return the tape to the store 
for a refund and write the video company for 
good measure. Companies who’ve grown 
convinced that consumers couidn’t care less 
about quality need to hear otherwise. O 


| READER POLL 

| What has been your experience with low-priced 
prerecorded videotapes? Video Review wants to know. 

| Through our new phone line, we’re conducting a reader poll 

| on faulty prerecorded cassettes. If you'd like to participate, 

| call Video Review's Fast Forward phone !ine. See page 23 

| for details. 


--- FUTURE PERFECT 
Continued from page 43 

for its 25-inch XBR-Pro. The company’s 
TV marketing director, Brian Klosterman, 
couldn’t say whether a 32-inch XBR-Pro 
introductior was imminent, though he did 
acknowlvuge that the 25-inch XBR-Pro 
design has been ‘awfully popular”’ for Sony. 

Since every trend usually generates a 
countertreid, consumers will also see a few 
smaller monitor/receivers in 1990. Proton, 
for one, will debut an update of its 13-inch, 
MTS-equipped monitor/receiver. Sony, 
too, will offer 10- and 13-inch models de- 
signed for the cramped, yet quality-con- 
scious, consumer. 

Manufacturers employing special sound 
systems in their high-end sets (see “Big 
Sound Sets,’’ Sept. ’89 VR) all report wide 
acceptance of their designs. Sony, for one, 
plans to bow more SRS (Sound Retrieval 
System) sets. Magnavox will build Dolby 
Pro Logic and higher-watt amps into one 
of its JBL speaker-equipped projection 
models. Expect similar moves from most 
major TV makers. Continued on page 115 














